
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Workshop on Suturing,  
Operative Hysteroscopy, and 

Advanced Laparoscopic  
Techniques 

Held each August, this workshop is 
designed for gynecologic residents 
and fellows to cover suturing, hys-
teroscopy and advanced laparo-
scopic techniques in a small group 
interactive format and will provide 
each participant the opportunity for 
hands-on interaction. Each topic will 
be thoroughly covered by faculty 
who have been selected for their 
unique expertise in the field. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fellows Meeting 
A Fellows Meeting is scheduled 
during the AAGL annual meeting and 
is a forum to address issues that are 
specific to fellowship training and 
life after the Fellowship. Attending 
this meeting will be fellows currently 
in the Fellowship in Minimally Inva-
sive Gynecologic Surgery Program 
and graduate Fellows from previous 
years. 

Graduation  Ceremony 
During the AAGL annual meeting, 
the Fellowship holds its annual 
graduation ceremony for Fellows 
who have completed either a 1-year 
or a 2-year program. The Fellowship 
Board of Directors thank the Fellow-
ship Preceptors and congratulate the 
next generation of leaders in mini-

IRCAD Award 
Supported by an educational grant 
from Karl Storz Endoscopy-America 
 
Karl Storz Endoscopy-America will 
provide an award for one fellow to 
travel to Strasbourg, France to 
participate in a one-week course on 
minimally invasive surgery a the 
European Institute of Telesurgery, 
which is located on the campus of 
the University of Strasbourg. 
 

The IRCAD Award is presented 
annually to the Fellow whose sub-
mission has the most significant 
contribution to laparoscopic and/or 
hysteroscopic education. The fellow 
must present their research in the 
form of a manuscript, a video, a 
book chapter or a book. 
 

Jay M. Cooper Endowed Award 
for the  Best Prize Paper on  

Minimally Invasive Gynecology  
Supported by an educational grant 
from the Foundation of the AAGL  

Jay M. Cooper Endowment 
 

This award is presented annually to 
the best manuscript on minimally 
invasive gynecology.  Current fel-
lows in the Fellowship in Minimally 
Invasive Gynecologic Surgery pro-
gram, including those that are 
within 3 years of participation, are 
eligible to participate in the compe-
tition. In addition, fellows that are 
currently enrolled in the Society of 
Reproductive Endocrinology and 
Infertility Fellowship program are 
also encouraged to participate.  
 

Two prizes are awarded for this 
competition. The winning author 
for the first paper will be invited to 
present their paper at the ASRM 
annual meeting and will receive a 
monetary  prize, a plaque, allot-
ment for travel, 3 nights housing 
and free congress registration. The 
winning author for the second 
paper will be invited to present 
their paper at the AAGL annual 
meeting and will receive a mone-
tary prize, a plaque, allotment for 
travel, 3 nights housing and free 
congress registration.  

 
FELLOWSHIP EVENTS 

 
FELLOWSHIP COMPETITIONS 

 

 

CURRENT FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMS 
For complete program descriptions,  go to www.aagl.org 

Arnold P. Advincula, MD 
The Center for Specialized Gynecology 
University of Central Florida College of 

Medicine,  Florida Hospital ς Celebration 
Health, Celebration, Florida (2 year program) 
 

Prabhat K. Ahluwalia, MD 
St. Elizabeth Medical Center  

Utica, New York (2 year program) 
 

Ted L. Anderson, MD 
Vanderbilt University Medical Center  

Nashville, Tennessee  (1 year program) 
 

Sawsan As-Sanie, Arleen Song, MD 
University of Michigan 

Ann Arbor, Michigan  (2 year program) 
 

Masoud Azodi, MD 
Yale Gynecologic Oncology 
New Haven, Connecticut  

(1 year program) 
 

Michael S. Collins, MD 
Legacy Health System, Portland Obstetrics & 

Gynecology Associates  
Portland, Oregon (1 year program) 

 
Carl R. Della Badia, DO 

Drexel University College of Medicine  
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania (2 year program) 

 

Jon I. Einarsson, MD 

.ǊƛƎƘƳŀƴ ŀƴŘ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ 
Boston, Massachusetts (2 year program) 

 

David I. Eisenstein, MD 
Henry Ford Medical Group 

Detroit, Michigan (2 year program) 
 

Ali Ghomi, MD 
²ƻƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ƻŦ 

Buffalo, Buffalo, New York (1 year program) 
 

Michael Hibner, MD 
{ǘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 

Phoenix, Arizona (2 year program) 
 

Fred M. Howard, MD 
University of Rochester School of 

Medicine and Dentistry 
Rochester, New York (1 year program)  

 
Keith B. Isaacson, MD 

Newton Wellesley Hospital, 
Newton, Massachusetts (1 year program) 

 

Charles H. Koh, MD 
Reproductive Specialty Center 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin (1 year program) 
 

Rose C. Kung, MD, Herbert M. Wong, MD 
{ǳƴƴȅōǊƻƻƪ ϧ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ IŜŀƭǘƘ 
Sciences Centre/University of Toronto, 

Toronto, Ontario, Canada  (1 year program) 
 

Georgine Lamvu, MD 
Advanced Minimally Invasive Surgery and 

Gynecology Specialists 
 Orlando, Florida (2 year program) 

 
Ted Lee, MD, Suketu M. Mansuria, MD 

University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania (2 year program) 

Mark D. Levie, MD 
Albert Einstein College of Medicine 
Bronx, New York (1 year program) 

 

J. Stephen Rich, M.D., C.Y. Liu, MD 
²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ {ǳǊƎŜǊȅ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 

Chattanooga, Tennessee (2 year program) 
 

Ernest G. Lockrow, DO 
Walter Reed Army Medical Center and National 

Nave Medical Center  
Washington, D.C. (1 year program) 

 

Anthony A. Luciano, MD 
The Center for Fertility and  Women's Health, P C 

The Hospital of Central Connecticut  
New Britain, Connecticut (2 year program) 

 
Thomas L. Lyons, MD 

¢ƘŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ /ŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ 
Reproductive Surgery 

Atlanta, Georgia (1 year program) 
 

Javier F. Magrina , MD 
Mayo Clinic Arizona 

Phoenix, Arizona (1 year program) 
 

Charles E. Miller, MD 
Advocate Lutheran General Hospital 
Park Ridge, Illinois (2 year program) 

 
Camran R. Nezhat, MD 

Center for Special Minimally Invasive Surgery 
Stanford University School of Medicine 
Palo Alto, California (1 year program) 

 
Ceana H. Nezhat, MD 

Atlanta Center for Special Pelvic Surgery and 
Reproductive Medicine  

Atlanta, Georgia (1 year program)  
 

Farr R. Nezhat, MD 
{ŀƛƴǘ [ǳƪŜΩǎ-Roosevelt Hospital Center 
New York, New York (1 year program) 

 
Gregory J. Raff, MD 

Indiana University School of Medicine  
University Ob/Gyn, Inc.  

Indianapolis, Indiana, (2 year program) 
 

James M. Shwayder, MD, Resad P. Pasic, MD 
Jonathan H. Reinstine, MD 

University of Louisville-Norton Healthcare  
Louisville, Kentucky (2 year program) 

 
Edward J. Stanford, MD, Ahmad Azari, MD 

University of Tennessee Medical Group 
Memphis, Tennessee ( 2 year program) 

 
Christopher J. Stanley, MD 

Halifax Health 
Daytona Beach, Florida (1 year program)  

 
John F. Steege, MD 

University of North Carolina 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina (2 year program) 

 
Togas Tulandi, MD 
McGill University  

Quebec, Canada  (1 year program)  
 

Robert K. Zurawin, MD 
Baylor College of Medicine 

Houston, Texas (2 year program) 
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FELLOWSHIP IN  MINIMALLY INVASIVE  
GYNECOLOGIC SURGERY 

Affiliated with 
AAGL Advancing Minimally Invasive  

Gynecology Worldwide 
and the 

Society of Reproductive Surgeons 
an Affiliate Society of the 

American Society for Reproductive Medicine 



Background 
In the late 1980s, Veasy Buttram, M.D. proposed and initiated a 
one year fellowship program in reproductive surgery. The 
program was developed because he recognized that most 
graduating residents in obstetrics and gynecology were not fully 
trained in modern endoscopic surgery. In addition, it was 
recognized that most of the advances in endoscopic surgery 
ǿŜǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻƴπǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭǎ ōȅ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ 
physicians. Several leading reproductive surgeons who were 
recognized for their surgical skills and interest in teaching were 
recruited to serve as preceptors for the Society of Reproductive 
Surgeons (SRS) Fellowship. 

  

During the 1990s, similar fellowships have been established on 
an ad hoc basis without formal affiliation with either the AAGL 
or the SRS. These fellowships have focused on a variety of 
clinical areas, primarily based on the interests and practices of 
the fellowship director. 
  

In 1998, a Fellowship Board of Trustees was formed, with the 
express intent of creating a group of advanced endoscopy 
fellowships. The design was to produce a standardized minimal 
curriculum with a research requirement. Furthermore, it was 
felt that by placing these fellowships under a single umbrella, 
advertising, applications, interviews, and fellow selection could 
all be performed with maximal efficiency for all involved. The 
AAGL, in collaboration with the SRS Fellowship Committee, 
discussions resulted in the Fellowship in Minimally Invasive 
Gynecologic Surgery, which is affiliated with the AAGL and the 
SRS. 
 

In 2001, the first seven Fellowship programs were established 
throughout the United States. Now in its 9th year, we have 
thirty-two Fellowship programs across the United States and 
two in Canada. Since 2001, ninety-nine fellows have successfully 
graduated from the program.   
 

Fellowship Mission Statement 
The central charge of the Board of Directors is to oversee and 
insure compliance of approved educational programs in 
minimally invasive gynecologic surgery at the post-graduate 
level (after completion of an accredited residency program in 
obstetrics and gynecology). The primary responsibility is to 
insure optimal patient care and physician education. 
Accordingly, established standards related to quality and 
content of education, mentorship, and the fulfillment of 
proscribed educational requirements are monitored on a 
regular basis. To further the attainment of these goals, the 
Board of Directors will provide and develop different types of 
educational tools to enhance cognitive and technical skills in 
minimally invasive gynecologic surgery. Organizationally, the 
Board of Directors serves as an educational liaison between the 
AAGL and the Society for Reproductive Surgeons of the 
American Society for Reproductive Medicine.  

Objectives 
Provide an opportunity for gynecologists who have completed their 
residency to acquire additional skills in minimally invasive 
gynecologic surgery. 
 

¶ Establish sites that will serve as centers of excellence in 
advanced endoscopy and reproductive surgery. 

¶ Conduct research in the field of minimally invasive 
gynecology. Fellows are required to complete a scholarly 
contribution to be presented at the annual meetings of the 
AAGL and ASRM.  

¶ To provide sites for industry to develop and test new 
products.  

 

Accreditation 
The Fellowship in Minimally Invasive Gynecologic Surgery is not  
accredited by the Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical 
Education (ACGME). It is an affiliate of the AAGL and the Society of 
Reproductive Surgeons, an affiliate society of the American Society 
for Reproductive Medicine.  
 

Qualifications 
 Preceptor 

¶ Must be qualified and experienced in advanced endoscopy 
ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ƻŦ р ȅŜŀǊǎ ǇƻǎǘπǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎȅ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ 
must be certified by the American Board of Obstetrics and 
Gynecology. 

¶ Must have a license to practice medicine in the state where 
the sponsoring institution is located. 

¶ Must have an appointment in good standing to the medical 
staff of an institution participating in the program. 

¶ Must also be a member of the AAGL or ASRM/SRS. 
  
 Preceptee 
The Preceptee must be a graduate of one of the following: 
 

1. A medical school in the United States or Canada accredited 
by the Liaison Committee on Medical Education (LCME). 

2. A college of osteopathic medicine in the United States 
accredited by the American Osteopathic Association (AOA). 

3. A medical school outside the United States and Canada who 
meet, one of the following qualifications: 

a. Have received a currently valid certificate from the 
Educational Commission for Foreign Medical 
Graduates (ECFMG) or; 

b. Have a full and unrestricted license to practice 
medicine in a U.S. licensing jurisdiction; 

c. Have completed an RRC approved obstetrics and 
gynecology residency or the equivalent. 

  
Match 
The Fellowship match is conducted through an objective computer 
matching program. Notification of match results will be sent by 
email and hard copy by surface mail on October 29, 2010.  

CŜƭƭƻǿΩǎ wŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ DǊŀŘǳŀǘƛƻƴ 

In order to receive the certificate of completion and plaque, the 

following requirements must be met: 

  

  1. Scholarly Contribution  

 The contribution should be scientific work suitable  for 

presentation and publication by the end of the Fellow-

ship. The contribution can be a video, oral presentation 

or full manuscript. The topic of the presentation should 

be on endoscopic surgery or minimally invasive gynecol-

ogy. Obstetrics will not be accepted. It is preferred that 

the fellows present  their project at the AAGL or ASRM 

meetings. The fellows will be able to present their schol-

arly contribution within two years of completing their 

fellowship training. 

  2. Training Period  

 A fellow must complete at least eleven months of train-

ƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ ƻƴŜπȅŜŀǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀƴŘ ǘǿŜƴǘȅπǘǿƻ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƻŦ ŀ 

two-year program.  

  3. Quarterly Evaluations 

 Quarterly evaluations will be required from the Preceptor 

and Preceptee, which must be completed and returned 

to the Fellowship office by the due date. 

 4.  Ad Hoc Review Committee 

 As  a  fellow, you  will be  required to  participate as a  re- 

 viewer  for the Journal of Minimally Invasive Gynecology. 

  

General Information 

 

Application Processing Fees 

Applications are available at the AAGL website at www.aagl.org 

or by contacting Arcy Dominguez, Fellowship Administrative As-

sistant. 

Preceptor τ $1,500.00 

Preceptee τ $350.00 

  

Important Dates of the 2011-2012 Fellowship 

ϊ Deadline for fellows to submit applications: July 1, 2010 

ϊ Program start date: July 1, 2011 

ϊ Interviews with applicants: To be determined by each site. 

To be scheduled no later than September 2010. 

ϊ Submission of Rank List: October 8, 2010 

ϊ Notification of match results: October 29, 2010 

  

Information 

For further inquiries, please contact Arcy Dominguez, Administra-

tive Assistant, at the Fellowship office:  

стрт YŀǘŜƭƭŀ !ǾŜΦΣ /ȅǇǊŜǎǎΣ /! флсолπрмлр ¦{!Φ  

tƘΥ όуллύ ррпπннпр ƻǊ όтмпύ рлоπснлл ω CŀȄΥ όтмпύ рлоπснлн 

9πƳŀƛƭΥ !ŘƻƳƛƴƎǳŜȊϪŀŀƎƭΦƻǊƎ ω ²Ŝō {ƛǘŜΥ ǿǿǿΦŀŀƎƭΦƻǊƎ  

  


